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TAGS: SHUM AR 

SUBJECT: ARREST OF HUMAN RIGHTS LAWYERS 
REF: BUENOS AIRES 1425 


1. Wm SUMMARY. PRESS REPORTS, CONFIDENTIALLY CONFIRMED 
TO US, STATE THAT THE SIX DETAINED LAWYERS WILL BE CHARGED 
WITH VIOLATION OF THE NATIONAL SECURITY LAW AND FOR HAVING 
IN THEIR POSSESSION PLANS OF MILITARY FACILITIES. IF 
CONVICTED, THEY COULD BE SENTENCED FOR UP TO SIX YEARS IN 
JAIL. THE SECURITY FORCES ARE CONFIDENT THAT THEY HAVE 
INFORMATION ENOUGH TO CONVICT. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE 
DETAINEES ARE REPORTED TO BE IN HIGH SPIRITS BECAUSE THEY 
ARE SURE THEY CAN WIN THEIR CASE AND, AT THE SAME TIME, 
FURTHER EMBARRASS THE GOA. CELS HAS BEEN A PARTICULARLY 
EFFECTIVE OPPONENT OF THE GOA, AND IS DETERMINED TO MAKE 
THE GOVERNMENT ACCOUNT FOR ITS PAST ACTIONS IN THE "DIRTY 
WAR." THERE IS CONSIDERABLE SPECULATION HERE THAT THE 
viOVE AGAINST THE ORGANIZATION HAD ANOTHER PURPOSE - 
rO PUT PRESIDENT- DESIGNATE VIOLA ON WARNING AND TO 
OBSTRUCT ANY PLANS HE MIGHT HAVE FOR A POLITICAL 
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OPENING. PRIVATE U.S. ORGANIZATIONS HAVE HELPED TO 
TUND CELS, AS PAPERS SEIZED FROM CELS REPORTEDLY 
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DEMONSTRATE. THIS CONNECTION COULD INFLAME THE 
NATIONALISM OF JUDGE ANZOATEGUI - - A RABID NATIONALIST -- 
AND OTHERS INVOLVED IN THIS INCIDENT. GOVERNMENT 
^OFFICIALS WE HAVE SPOKEN TO SEEM TO APPRECIATE THE 
INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL COST OF THESE ARRESTS BUT STOUTLY 


MAINTAIN THAT THE MATTER IS IN THE HANDS OF 
THE JUDICIARY. END SUMMARY. 


2. (U) THE SIX DETAINED HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS CON- 

TINUED TO BE HELD INCOMMUNICADO THROUGH MARCH 2, BUT 
WE UNDERSTAND THAT JUDGE ANZOATEGUI QUESTIONED THEM 
TODAY, MARCH 3. THERE ARE WIDESPREAD BUT OFFICIALLY 
UNCONFIRMED PRESS REPORTS THAT THE JUDGE ORDERED THE 
INVESTIGATION OF THE SIX, AND OF CELS, AT THE REQUEST 
OF THE ARGENTINE POLICE. ACCORDING TO THIS SPECULA- 
TION, THE ACTIVISTS ARE CHARGED WITH VIOLATION OF THE 
NATIONAL SECURITY LAW. ANOTHER REPORTED CHARGE IS 
VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 224 OF THE ARGENTINE CRIMINAL 
CODE WHICH PROVIDES FOR THE PUNISHMENT OF THOSE WHO 
HAVE UNAUTHORIZED POSSESSION OF PLANS OF MILITARY 
FACILITIES AND VESSELS OR CLANDESTINELY ENTER SUCH 
FACILITIES. ACCORDING TO THE PRESS, THE DETAINEES 
FACE PRISON SENTENCES OF TWO TO SIX YEARS IF FOUND 
GUILTY ON THE CHARGES FOR WHICH THEY WERE ARRESTED. 
(LAST NIGHT THE POLICE SEARCHED THE OFFICE AND HOME 
OF VICENTE SAADI, A LEFTIST PERONIST WHO HAS BEEN 
VERY ACTIVE IN HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES AND OFTEN ASSO- 
CIATED WITH THE DETAINEES IN THESE ACTIVITIES. ACCOR- 
DING TO THE PRESS, THE POLICE TOOK NOTHING. SAADI IS 
REPOREDTLY IN HIS HOME PROVINCE OF CATAMARCA.) 
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3. (U) THE ARRESTS HAVE GENERATED CONSIDERABLE PRESS 
COVERAGE IN ARGENTINA, INCLUDING A REPLAY OF FOREIGN 
REACTION. 


4. COMMENT: TWO RELIABLE EMBASSY SOURCES HAVE 

TOLD US PRIVATELY THAT THE PRESS SPECULATION ON THE 
NATURE OF THE CHARGES AGAINST THE DETAINEES IS 
ACCURATE. THESE SOURCES CLAIM THAT THE POLICE SEIZED 
PLANS OF MILITARY FACILITIES AND OTHER COMPROMISING 
DOCUMENTS AND PAPERS FROM CELS. THE DOCUMENTATION, 

OUR SOURCES CLAIM, WILL BE ENOUGH TO CONVICT THE 
DETAINEES ON THE CHARGES. ON THE OTHER HAND, ONE OF THESE 
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SOURCES ALSO STATES THAT THE DETAINEES ARE IN HIGH SPIRITS. 
THIS IS INTERPRETED BY THEIR CAPTORS AS AN 
INDICATION THAT MIGNONE AND HIS FELLOWS ARE CONFIDENT 
THAT THEY WILL BE ABLE TO DEMONSTRATE THEIR INNOCENCE 
AND, IN ADDITION, USE THEIR ARRESTS TO CAUSE THE 
GOVERNMENT DEEP POLITICAL EMBARRASSMENT . (THE PAPERS 
SEIZED BY THE POLICE ALMOST CERTAINLY DO INCLUDE MAPS 
AND SKETCHES OF MILITARY FACILITIES. CELS COLLECTED 
THE TESTIMONY OF FORMER DETAINEES AT UNACKNOWLEDGED 
DETENTION CENTERS. SOME OF THIS TESTIMONY INCLUDES 
SKETCHES BY THE DETAINEES OF THE MILITARY FACILITIES 
IN WHICH THEY WERE HELD. BUT ACCORDING TO ONE OF OUR 
SOURCES, THE COMPROMISING DOCUMENTS GO BEYOND SUCH 
SKETCHES. ) 
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SECTION 2 OF 2 BUENOS AIRES 1495 


5. THERE IS MUCH SPECULATION HERE ON WHY THE 

POLICE --THROUGH JUDGE ANZOATEGUI -- PROCEEDED AGAINST 
CELS AT THIS TIME. WE DO KNOW THAT GOVERNMENT 
SECURITY FORCES HAVE BEEN CONCERNED WITH CELS AND 
ITS ACTIVITIES FOR SOME TIME. LAST OCTOBER, AUGUSTO 
CONTE MAC DONELL'S REQUEST FOR A RENEWAL OF HIS PASS- 
PORT WAS DELAYED. THEN EMILIO MIGNONE WAS HARRASSED 
BY SECURITY FORCES AND WAS UNABLE TO RENEW HIS PASS- 
PORT EARLY THIS YEAR. 


6. CELS OFFERS THE MOST EFFECTIVE LEGAL HELP TO 

THE FAMILIES OF DETAINED AND DISAPPEARED PERSONS. 
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THROUGH ITS PERSONNEL, AND ESPECIALLY THROUGH MIGNONE, 

IT IS EXTREMELY ACTIVE IN SUSTAINING FOREIGN CONCERN 
ABOUT ARGENTINA. MIGNONE, A DEMOCRAT AND NO TERRORIST, 

WHO TRAVELS WIDELY, UNDOUBTEDLY HAS CONTACT WITH PEOPLE NEAR 
THE MONTONEROS WHEN HE IS ABROAD. FINALLY, THE SUM OF 
ALL OF CELS ' ACTIVITIES ARE AIMED AT ONE OVERRIDING 
PROPOSITION -- MAKING THE MILITARY ANSWER FOR THE 
PAST. OTHERS SHARE THIS PURPOSE. BUT FEW ARE SO 
EFFECTIVE AT IT. 
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7 . MfcWE DO NOT KNOW WHO ORDERED THE OPERATION 
AGAINST CELS. IT IS UNLIKELY THAT THE POLICE DID SO 
WITHOUT CHECKING WITH THE MILITARY, AT SOME LEVEL. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, IT IS ALMOST INCONCEIVABLE THAT 
ANYBODY WITH ANY POLICY SENSE WOULD HAVE SANCTIONED 
AN ACTION THAT HAS HAD SUCH A DEVASTATING EFFECT ON 
ARGENTINA'S IMAGE. IT IS POSSIBLE, HOWEVER, THAT IF 
THE POLITICAL LEVELS OF THE GOVERNMENT WERE ALERTED 
TO THE OPERATION BEFOREHAND, THEY WERE UNABLE TO 
STOP IT IN THE FACE OF THE "EVIDENCE" THAT THE 
SECURITY FORCES PRESENTED TO DEMONSTRATE THAT CELS 
AND ITS PERSONNEL ARE SUBVERSIVE. 

8 . A} ANOTHER LINE OF SPECULATION SHARED BY 
JOURNALISTS, POLITICIANS AND ONE OF OUR GOVERNMENT 
SOURCES IS THAT THE ARRESTS WERE AIMED, ULTIMATELY, 

AT PRESIDENT-DESIGNATE VIOLA AND HIS PURPORTED PLANS 
FOR A POLITICAL OPENING. THIS LINE OF REASONING IS 
BASED ON TENSIONS BETWEEN HARDLINERS AND MODERATES. 
THE FORMER, IT IS ARGUED, ESPECIALLY WELL REPRESENTED 
IN THE SECURITY FORCES, FEAR THAT A POLITICAL OPENING 
SOULD FORCE THEM TO ANSWER FOR THE MAJOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS OF THE PAST. THE MANEUVER AGAINST CELS, 

IT IS ARGUED, IS DESIGNED BY VIOLA'S OPPONENTS 
TO STIMULATE POLARIZATION AT HOME AND FORCE HIM TO 
SHELVE ANY PLANS FOR POLITICAL NORMALIZATION. 

SIMILAR SPECULATION ABOUT TENSIONS BETWEEN HARDLINERS 
\ND MODERATES EMERGED IN AUGUST, 1979 WHEN JUDGE 
^NZOATEGUI ORDERED POLICE RAIDS ON THREE PROMINENT 
IUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS (NOT INCLUDING CELS) . THE 
LAIDS DEEPLY EMBARRASSED THE GOA WHICH WAS PREPARING 
?OR THE SEPTEMBER VISIT OF THE INTER -AMERICAN HUMAN 
LIGHTS COMMISSION. 
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9 FINALLY, THE POLICE SEIZED A VERY LARGE NUMBER 
OF 'PAPERS AND DOCUMENTS FROM CELS. ONE OF THE TWO 
SOURCES CITED ABOVE SAID THE TOTAL WEIGHT OF THE 
DOCUMENTS IS OVER A TON. (THINGS WERE MADE EASY FOR 
THE POLICE. THE NIGHT OF THE RAID ALL OF CELS' PAPERS 
HAD BEEN BOXED FOR THE ORGANIZATION' S MOVE TO A NEW 
OFFICE THAT WEEKEND.) IN THOSE FILES THERE ARE 
PROBABLY PAPERS TYING CELS TO MORE THAN ONE PRIVATE 
U.S. FOUNDATION WITH A SPECIAL INTEREST IN LATIN 
AMERICA. ONE OF OUR SOURCES STATED THAT BASED ON THE 
PAPERS SO FAR EXAMINED THE FORD FOUNDATION WAS AMONG 
THE FOUNDATIONS HELPING TO FUND CELS. (AN OFFICER 
OF THE FORD FOUNDATION CALLED THE AMBASSADOR FROM 
, NEW YORK TO EXPRESS CONCERN OVER THE DETENTIONS. 

HE STATED THAT HIS FOUNDATION HAD PROVIDED CELS 
WITH A GRANT.) IF NOTHING ELSE, THESE FOREIGN 
CONNECTIONS WILL INFLUENCE THE CHAUVINISM THAT IS 
SUCH A PROMINENT CHARACTERISTIC OF THOSE -- INCLUDING 
JUDGE ANZOATEGU I -- WHO ARE INVOLVED IN THIS CASE. 
SHLAUDEMAN 
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